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How African women perceive beauty 
today is determined more by marketers 

than personal tastes, and whole 
cultures are changing as a result.

Black Beauty
A Film Every Black Woman Can 
Relate To

Black Beauty is not just about 
beautiful hair. It is about the social 
consequences the beauty marketing 
machine has on the influential minds of 
South African girls, newly exposed to the 
American western culture, where it is 
enough to be famous for being famous, 
and beautiful. 

Black Beauty is character driven by 
Nyasha Zimucha, Miss Africa USA. The 
documentary starts with Nyasha at the 
height of her successful career in New 
York as the founder and CEO of Embrace 
Your Hair, a hair-weave and extensions 
company. Motivated by virgin territory, 
Nyasha decides to conquer the market of 
her birthplace, South Africa, and sets up 
her hair business in Johannesburg.

Following a linear storyline, we see 
Nyasha in New York preparing to launch 
her company in South Africa. Here we 
get a glimpse into her fast paced 
lifestyle; A list parties and functions, 
photo ops with celebrities, the new 
Range Rover, New York flat and designer 

wardrobe, her business savvy. But now 
the big move to Johannesburg – she’s 
nervous.

Nyasha arrives in Johannesburg. She 
has a meeting with her team, their main 
and first task is to organise a launch 
party for Embrace Your Hair South Africa 
with local ‘black diamonds’. While the 
team sets off on their tasks, Nyasha 
heads to India to meet with her suppliers. 
Again, we see her business sense as she 
checks quality and negotiates price and 
quantities.

Opposing characters to the business  
side of Nyasha’s growing empire, are two 
young African girls who will do anything 
to have the same beautiful hair they see 
spread across glamour magazines and 
television. Through these two, and 
others, we see the degree of desperation 
to be “beautiful”, and what beauty 
means in a changing Westernised African 
culture. Through these girls’ ordinary 
lives we learn who defines the standard 
of beauty for them and their generation, 
how and why.
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